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ALT delegates seek technological 
innovation despite challenging times

Councillor Reverend Alan Taylor, Lord Mayor of  
Leeds, officially started the three day conference

There was live tweeting throughout the three 
days, with #altc2011. See the @FEWeek guide.

Words by Nick Summers
Photos by Nick Linford

The education sector is seeking innovation 
at a time when budgets are increasingly 

being slashed. Colleges are now looking to 
technology not only as a way of  improving 
efficiency and running costs, but as a means to 
improving the student experience in further 
education (FE).

The Association for Learning Technology 
(ALT) annual conference allows education 
providers, technologists, researchers and policy 
makers to come together and discuss the latest 
technological developments.

The event was titled ‘Thriving in a colder and 
more challenging climate’, a chilling reminder 
of  the financial circumstances which the 
further education sector finds itself  in at the 
moment.

Seb Schmoller, Chief  Executive of  ALT, said: 
“At times of  crisis, and in many respects, there 
is a crisis; there are opportunities to use in-
novation as a way of  overcoming the pressure 
that people are under.

“The message ‘sit tight and carry on’ is not an 
option, in the current economic climate people 
need to think carefully about how they can take 
advantage of  technology and use it in a way 
that will benefit whatever they’re focussed on.”

Hundreds of  delegates crammed into the 
main auditorium at the University of  Leeds on 
Tuesday morning. Councillor Reverend Alan 
Taylor, the Lord Mayor of  Leeds, opened the 
proceedings and welcomed the international 
attendees - some of  which had come from as far 
as New Zealand, Japan and India.

Taylor said: “There’s never been a greater 
demand placed on teaching to reach its leaners 
using all the tools of  the trade.

“It’s important that all young learners are 
equipped to use technology to their advantage.”
This was followed by a keynote speech given by 
Miguel Brechner, President of  the Uruguayan 
Centre for Technological and Social Inclusion 
(CITS). Miguel’s presentation detailed Plan 

Ceibal, a project that hopes to give a laptop to 
every student and teacher in the country.

Brechner said: “When the President of  
Uruguay announced in 2006 that all children 
in public education should have a laptop, with 
connectivity before his mandate, everybody 
thought that that was a dream and that was 
vapourware in politics. But that was not so.”

Uruguay has accomplished a remarkable feat 
in the context of  both education and technol-
ogy. The government initially aimed to deliver 
300,000 laptops over the space of  3 years, but 
has since gone on to deliver more than 450,000 
units. This means every child between the first 
year of  primary school and the third year of  
secondary school now owns their own public 
funded laptop.

As the first wave of  children grow up, Plan 
Ceibal is set to filter into the Uruguay equiva-
lent of  both further and higher education.
The government’s dedication to providing wide-
spread internet access has also been successful. 
Miguel said: “We have given internet and con-
nectivity to 2500 schools and high schools. 

“99% of  the children have connectivity in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
their educational facilities, and 180,000 (40%) 
don’t have to walk more than 300 metres to get 
internet in our own network.”

Plan Ceibal shares many similarities with 
the FE sector in England. The project was 
conceived as a social inclusion programme and 

based on three ‘pillars’; equality, learning and 
technology. These ideals will feel familiar to 
anyone who that champions equal opportuni-
ties in education, and asks whether access to 
laptops and internet connectivity should ever 
be perceived as a ‘right’.

Delegates debated over whether the impor-
tance of  technology has grown to a point where 
it is now deemed a social necessity. Questions 
remained over whether such a model could ever 
be considered in a nation such as our own.  

The ALT conference also had a number of  
technology related exhibitors such as Adobe, 
Google and the Joint Information Systems Com-
mittee (JISC) present. 

Malcolm Read, Executive Secretary of  JISC 
said: “This is one of  relatively few conferences 
that attracts a good audience both from further 
education and higher education. 

“Clearly the use of  technology in improving 
and enhancing the student experience, and the 
quality of  learning and teaching is important 
to both sectors.”

Malcolm Read was also attending as an in-

“The message ‘sit tight and 
carry on’ is not an option, in 
the current economic climate 
people need to think carefully 
about how they can take 
advantage of  technology”

Delegates were enthralled by the video presentation from Miguel Brechner, President of  the Uruguayan Centre for Technological and Social Inclusion (CITS) 
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ALT delegates seek technological 
innovation despite challenging times

The trusty pen and paper was in competition 
with lap-tops, tablets and smart phones

vited speaker who discussed student feedback, 
e-assessment and open educational resources 
during the event.

He added: “(Technology) is one of  those areas 
where further education makes a very signifi-
cant contribution, perhaps because they can be 
a bit more flexible and responsive.

“They can also perhaps be more risk taking 
than universities in the way they tend to be in 
the innovative use of  technology for teaching.”

The ALT conference is also host to the 
Learning Technologist of  the Year Award, a 
prestigious prize recognising excellent practice 
and outstanding achievement in the learning 
technology field.

The team award category was given to the In-
Folio Implementation Team, five organisations 
who collectively developed an e-portfolio for use 
in the Independent Specialist Colleges Sector. 
The Infolio system is particularly remarkable 
because it enables learners with disabilities 
or learning difficulties to record their achieve-
ments and abilities.

Shirley Evans, a JISC Techdis associate who 
worked on the project said: “Infolio can be used 
by a range of  students, including students that 

have a learning difficulty.
“For example, it can also be used by students 

for who have a visual impairment, because 
they can resize the text and change the colour 
contrast. So it’s very flexible in that respect.”
Sal Cooke, Director at JISC Techdis and JISC 
services was thrilled to have In-Folio consid-
ered for the accolade. She said: “It’s really 
exciting for us to have been nominated and to 
win this award. 

“I think that the recognition of  the university, 
the service at JISC Techdis and those special-
ist colleges coming together, to actually give 
something back to the rest of  the sector and get 

recognition for that is fantastic.”
She added the tool will now be used in 40 col-

leges and rolled out in other parts of  the FE and 
skills sector.

Although the ALT conference is aimed at all 
levels of  education, the event attracts a much 
higher number of  delegates from higher educa-
tion (HE) than FE.

Ellen Lessner, E-Learning co-ordinator at 
Abingdon Witney College believes this could be 
because the event is held so closely to  
enrolment time in the FE sector.

She said: “It’s a big problem, I’m on the ALT 
FE Committee and it is something that we dis-
cuss every year.

“It’s got a lot to offer and there are a small 
number of  us from FE who are allowed, or have 
managed to get out at the busiest time of  the 
year.”

Ellen was blogging the event on behalf  of  
the Learning and Skills Improvement Service 
(LSIS), providing coverage that is tailored par-
ticularly for the further education sector.

She said: “I think the content is excellent. It’s 
one of  the best networking opportunities if  you 
want to see what’s current in terms of  research 

and what people are thinking.”
The ALT conference was a vital opportunity 

for FE providers to learn about technology and 
how it can be used to improve their own ser-
vices. It’s unclear whether the event will be able 
to attract a wider audience from the FE sector 
in the future, but this didn’t take away from the 
quality and beneficial content on offer at Leeds. 

Watch online at 
www.youtube.com/feweekpodcast

“The ALT Annual Conference 

is one of  the best networking 

opportunities if  you want to 

see what’s current in terms of  

research and what people are 

thinking”

Watch the FE Week video
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Subscribe to FE Week now!

 

Gold membership : £245 + VAT includes:

~ Delivery of  36 weekly (term time) editions (Sept ‘11 - July ‘12)

~ FE Week ‘Time to get technical’ section for members only

~ All Lsect summit and practiclass slides and related materials

~ All slides and related materials produced by Nick Linford

~ Exclusive discounts and offers, such as to Lsect training events

Visit www.feweek.co.uk  to subscribe
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Calendar key

Publication of  FE Week

Typically term time

Bank Holiday

Weekends and typically out of  term time

FE Week publication schedule

www.feweek.co.uk

“FE Week is the sort of  publication that the sector has been crying out for. 
It places FE at the centre, not the margins of  government agendas.”

Maxine Room, Principal of  Lewisham College

“FE Week is a great read and I look forward to it landing on my desk 
every week. It’s much needed in the sector and long overdue.” 

Karen Dobson, Principal of  Newcastle under Lyme College

“FE week is really showcasing the best that FE has to offer 
and tackling in detail, the issues that affect our sector.” 

Paul Head, Principal of  the College of  Haringay, Enfield and North East London

FE Week is a sparkling new weekly newspaper serving the 
further education sector.
 
FE Week has already published two pilot editions and we 
have used extensive market research to inform the newspa-
per’s development. FE Week will be weekly from September 
(term time only, 36 weeks).
 
The paper is a lively read, offering a mixture of  news, 
exclusives, expert comment, features, technical informa-
tion, coffee break snippets and more...
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FE Week jobs

PRINCIPAL  
A rare opportunity to lead one of the sector’s most outstanding colleges

Bridgwater College is seeking to appoint a Principal with the 
vision, drive and personal qualities to sustain the well-established 
culture of continuous improvement and positive performance for 
which the College is renowned.

Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted, Bridgwater College is an 
extremely successful tertiary college and is responsible for the 
vast majority of post-16 education and training in Bridgwater and 
the surrounding areas.  With Beacon status, the achievement of 
11 national Beacon Awards in recent years and the highest exam 
and course results in the area, the College owes much of its 
success to two fundamental philosophies, which it is assumed 
anyone who joins the College will share: students come first, and 
all staff employed at the College are team players.

We are looking for an inspirational leader who will lead this team, 
build on the achievements and strengths of the College, and 
further raise standards and the reputation of Bridgwater College. 
He or she will be a highly experienced education professional, 
with strong, proven leadership and management skills. He or 

she will be passionate about student and organisational success 
and committed to meeting the needs of the local and regional 
community and stakeholders. Excellent communication skills and 
high levels of energy and stamina will be required to motivate 
staff and students to share a common set of values and help 
develop a corporate culture which encourages individuals to 
work effectively as teams, whilst also performing at the very 
highest levels as individuals.

In return, we are offering a negotiable six figure salary dependent 
on experience, and an exceptional opportunity to work for one 
of the country’s top colleges, with outstanding state-of-the-art 
facilities and resources, supported by a professional and positive 
team who are dedicated to achieving educational excellence.

Apply online at www.bridgwater.ac.uk or telephone 01278 441221
Closing date:  12noon on Friday 16 September 2011 
Interview dates:  11, 12, 13 October 2011

FE Week promotions

SEARCH
Special 
Offers!

FE Week

PRINTED EDITIONS ABOUT CONTACT US SUBSCRIBE RESOURCES JOBS

News Profiles FE Experts The Agitator Events Roundup Recruitment Fun

Quote FE Week
for 20% off a range

of learning resources
until 31 Dec 2011

Celebrity
Charity
Auction

Bid now!

Click here to
request a demo

The best Apprenticeship
software on the market

Jobs Board

www.feweek.co.uk © Learning & Skills Events Consultancy and Training Limited.
Registered in England and Wales. No. 7423341. Registered office: C/O Helmores, Grovenor Gardens House, 35/37 Grovenor Gardens, London, SW1W 0BY 

http://www.feweek.co.uk/index.php/jobs

FE Week Jobs Board

FE Week

All Jobs Full-Time Part Time Contractor Intern Seasonal/Temp

NewPrincipal

Bridgwater College

Somerset, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

NewAdministrative Assistant

Newcastle College

Newcastle, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

NewInstructor in Hairdressing

Newcastle College

Newcastle, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

NewLearning Mentor

Newcastle College

Newcastle, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

NewCourse Leader - Health & Health Sciences

Newcastle College

Newcastle, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

NewNVQ Assessor Heath and Social Care

CTS Training LTD

York, United Kingdom Sep, 07
Full-Time

Advertise your jobs on our website 
FREE OF CHARGE for a limited period 

If  you’re looking to fi ll a vacancy, 
then you need FE Week - we offer 
cost effective advertising both 
online and in print

You won’t fi nd a better targeted
publication for FE leaders, managers 
and specialist support staff

Find out more at www.feweek.co.uk
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FE Week mini-mascot

FE Week promotions

Latest @feweek tweets

SEARCH
Special 
Offers!

FE Week
PRINTED EDITIONS ABOUT CONTACT US SUBSCRIBE RESOURCES JOBS

News Profiles FE Experts The Agitator Events Roundup Recruitment Fun

Current Items

Quote FE Week
for 20% off a range

of learning resources
until 31 Dec 2011

Celebrity
Charity
Auction

Bid now!

Click here to
request a demo

The best Apprenticeship
software on the market

All the proceeds from the FE Week Celebrity Charity Auction will be donated to the Helena Kennedy Foundation.
 
This important national, independent, and educational charity exists to improve life chances for disadvantaged 
students from the further and adult education sectors by providing bursaries, mentoring, training and support, 
enabling them to go on to university and move on successfully into graduate professions.
 
The Helena Kennedy Foundation is the FE Week, Tribal and NCFE’s chosen charity in 2011, and this event will 
round-off  a year of  fundraising in style.
 
The online auction (see items below) will be open for bids until 6pm on the first night of  the annual Association 
of  Colleges conference (15th November 2011), when the exclusive live celebrity auction will take over in the 
Banqueting Suite at Birmingham’s City Hall.
 
In addition to bidding online, if  you would like to attend this glittering event on the 15th November 2011 please 
find out more and book here (demand is expected to be high and places are limited, so book early).
 
Also, if  you, your college or your company would like to donate an item to the auction, please click here to find out how.
 
Get bidding!

FE Week Celebrity Charity 
Auction
In partnership with Tribal and NCFE on behalf  of  the Helena Kennedy Foundation

www.feweek.co.uk © Learning & Skills Events Consultancy and Training Limited.
Registered in England and Wales. No. 7423341. Registered office: C/O Helmores, Grovenor Gardens House, 35/37 Grovenor Gardens, London, SW1W 0BY 

FE Week news in briefBid Now

Bid Now

Bid Now

Bid Now

Bid Now

Bid Now

Bid Now

Manchester United (Home) vs
Liverpool (Away) (Saturday 11th
February 2012) Executive Lounge
Tickets

Apple Gadget Collection

-  North East Quadrant Luxury padded seating

-  Three course choice menu

-  Half  time tea & coffee...more

Champagne & Mixed Wine Cases

Two Night Murder Mystery
Weekend for Two

Ferrari 360 Modena Experiance
at Silverstone

Survival Weekend (basic) in UK

63 Days, 18 Hours     Starting at - £25.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £100.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £102.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £26.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £250.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £750.00

63 Days, 18 Hours     Going for - £100.00

Knights Lounge Package: This Elite package includes:

Sponsored by Perspective. This collection of  Apple Gadgets is sure to 
include something for everyone! Including; 160GB Silver Ipod Classic 
16GB Iphone 4 in White 64GB 1...more

Sponsored by EMPRA. The opportunity to spend an afternoon 
accompanied by a personal shopper in Selfridges with £1000 voucher to 
spend. RRP £1000...more

A lavish selection of  first-rate wines from the world's most-
hallowed vineyards Whether you're celebrating, marking an occasion 
or simply spoiling yourself, you'll not go wrong with these exquisite fine 
wines. Two 'miracle-vintage...more

Come and enjoy a fun and entertaining two night murder mystery weekend 
and help solve the crime and find the killer while you laugh! A chilling yet 
silly plot will last over your two night break with twists and 
secrets hanging in the air to help you ...more

A breathtaking supercar boasting power, style and sophistication, the 
Ferrari 360 Modena is the perfect vehicle for commanding the challenging 
Silverstone racetrack. After a briefing on safety and driving techniques 
you’ll enjoy preparation laps in...more

The "Survival Weekend" will begin with an introduction to the safe use of  
Bushcraft Tools such as the Knife, Saw and Axe. We will then progress 
through a range of  skills based on their priority to Wilderness Survival. 
The basic skills of  Shelter Cons...more

£1000 Selfridges voucher

Today @bisgovuk will announce 'sweeping away' 
#apprenticeship red tape for employers: 
http://t.co/KMWQrJS < leave a comment 
#FurtherEd ~ 2 days ago

 Our video podcast is live! Includes a vital round up of  
#FurtherEd news and our exclusive mug competition. 
youtu.be/p6YRwEpZFwU ~ 5 days ago

 Ofsted proposes changes to inspection of  FE 
providers tinyurl.com/3fm3w62 ~ 5 days ago

Ofsted proposes changes to inspection of  FE 
providers
Ofsted has launched a consultation regarding 
proposals to revise the inspection of  further 
education colleges, work-based learning providers, 
adult and community learning (ACL) provision and 
‘Next Step’ … More

£6.5 million given to train engineering 
students in renewable energy
Business Secretary Vince Cable announced a £6.5 
million investment yesterday to help train top 
engineering students in a new Industrial Doctorate 
Centre in Offshore Renewable Energy (IDCORE). 
Leading … More

Neet’ young people hits record second 
quarter high
The number of  18 to 24 year-olds currently not in 
employment, education or training (Neet) has shot up 
to 18.4% in England. The figure, taken from April to 
June of  this year, is the highest second quarter … 
More

U-turn on ESOL funding clarified by the Skills 
Funding Agency
The Skills Funding Agency has confirmed that all 
unemployed learners, including those on ESOL 
courses, who are both on an income related benefit 
and seeking work will continue to be fully funded in 
2011 … More

Businesses ask FE providers to ‘stop selling 
and start listening’
Further Education (FE) colleges and training 
providers should listen to businesses and stop 
focussing on quick sales, according to new research. 
The report, commissioned by the Further Education 
Reputation … More

Unreachable targets put the Work 
Programme at risk of  collapse
Almost every organisation involved in delivering the 
Work Programme is at risk of  having their contract 
terminated because of  unachievable performance 
targets set by the Department for Work and Pensions 
… More

http://www.feweek.co.uk

FE Week Celebrity Charity Auction

FE Week Tribal NCFE HKF

What better way to kick off  the launch of  issue one than 
with a glitzy and glamorous event, with all the proceeds 
going to the Helena Kennedy Foundation?

The FE Week Celebrity Charity Auction is set to be the 
biggest night of  the FE year, bringing together leaders 
for some fantastic food, music, fun and fundraising.

On the first night of  the Association of  Colleges’ Annual 
Conference (15th November 2011), we’ll be serving up a 
beautiful three course meal and an elaborate high-profile 
auction at the Banqueting Suite of  Birmingham’s City Hall. 

All the proceeds from the event will be donated to the Helena 
Kennedy Foundation, the independent charity dedicated to 
helping disadvantaged students from the further and higher 
education sector.

The amazing items being auctioned off  include a two night 
luxury tree house experience, football tickets for Manches-
ter United vs. Liverpool and a Ferrari 360 Modena experi-
ence at Silverstone.

All of  these once in a lifetime items will be auctioned off  by 
the The Perrier Award winning comedian and broadcaster 
Simon Fanshawe .

The auction has already kicked off  online here: 
http://www.feweek.co.uk/index.php/auction, so you can 
bid online now for items up until 6pm on the 15th November, 
when the live auction takes over in Birmingham. 

You can book tickets for this glittering event here: 
https://www.eventsforce.net/lsect/36/home

Spaces are limited, so book early to guarantee your place!

If  you, your college or your company would also like to 
donate an item to the auction, go here: 
http://lsect.co.uk/auction-donation.asp to find out more.

We look forward to seeing you there!

The FE Week Team

Get involved!

Follow the adventures of  FE Week’s 
biggest and smallest fan!

“Mostly this week I have been
keeping mum and dad awake”

And you can follow our FE Week 
mini-mascot on Twitter 
@daniellinford


