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A strong and secure future for
post-16 education in Hackney

A proposal for merger between
Brooke House Sixth Form College and New City College
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Proposed Merger

This publication outlines a proposal for merger between
Brooke House Sixth Form College (BSix) and
New City College to take place on 1 August 2024.

It outlines a strategic vision to build on current strengths

of both colleges and to shape a strong future post-16
provision for the community in Hackney and beyond. It also
reviews the bene ts and impact of the proposed merger.

Consultation on this proposal will run from 28 March 2024
to 8 May 2024. Feedback received during the consultation
process will be reviewed by each of the colleges’
Corporations and the outcome of the consultation will be
published by the end of May 2024.

Details on how to respond to the consultation can be found
at the end of this document.

We welcome your views.
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Joint Foreword from the Chairs of Corporations of

Brooke House Sixth Form College and New City College

The corporations of Brooke House Sixth Form
College (BSix) and New City College (NCC) are
delighted to present this strategic proposal

to combine and strengthen post-16 college
education provision in Hackney.

Each college’s corporation is commi ed to
providing a high-quality post-16 provision for
the communities in Hackney and surrounding
boroughs. BSix and New City College, both
Ofsted rated ‘Good’, have a long and successful
history in Hackney; Hackney Community
College has been part of NCC since 2016. The
BSix Corporation has identi ed that becoming
part of NCC — a larger, stronger organisation
—is now in the best interests of our current and
future students.

BSix has much to contribute to NCC. It has
established a distinct niche as a small sixth form
college which combines excellent pastoral care
and nurturing ethos with a broad curriculum
spanning a range of courses from entry level

to advanced. It is focused especially closely on
the quality of pedagogy and the professional
development ofits sta . The college o ersa
rich and varied programme of extra-curricular
activities.

Steve Blackshaw
Chair of Governors, Brooke House
Sixth Form

New City College has a strong track record
of successful college mergers in the East
London region. With each merger, NCC has
invested in sta ng and facilities for students
resulting in continuous improvement of the
student experience and outcomes. Local
campus identities, specialisms and community
relationships have been maintained. NCC'’s
campuses are a strong choice for local
communities and bene t from the strengths
o ered by a large, sector-leading college.

Both colleges’ corporations and senior teams
are con dent that this merger is the best way
forward: to secure and strengthen opportunities
for students, sta and Hackney’s wider
communities. We believe that together, we will
have greater strength to innovate and provide
awell-resourced and a ractive alternative

to the school sixth form for young people to
learn, develop and succeed and a dynamic
environment for adults to secure new skills.

We are delighted to present to stakeholders

this formal consultation, with a view for Brooke
House Sixth Form College and New City College
to merge on 1 August 2024, ready for a new
academic year and a long-term positive future.

VN

Rob Hull
Chair of Governors, New City
College




We are inviting feedback and
comments on this
merger proposal.

Feedback is particularly welcome from
stakeholders including local people,
employers and employer organisations,
local government, schools, academies,
further education and training providers,
universities, community groups, funders
and any other interested parties.

Your feedback will be considered by

the Boards of both BSix and New City
College. A summary of comments and

the outcome of the consultation will be
made available on the BSix website and in
writing to anyone who requests it, a er the
consultation period has closed.

Please turn to page 21 of this document for
full details about how you can feed in your
views.

Proposed timescale
The proposed timetable for merger is set out below.

Consultation period: 28 March 2024 to 8 May 2024
Consultation summary published: 10 May 2024

Both college Corporations consider de nitive

resolutions to approve merger: By 17 May 2024

Merger of Brooke House Sixth Form College and
New City College into a single institution:

1 August 2024




About Brooke House Sixth Form College

BSix is a well-established sixth form college
situated in Clapton, in the north of the
borough of Hackney, offering a good
variety of courses at all levels for students
predominantly aged 16-18.

The course o eris carefully tailored to
make sure that each student can achieve
and progress in line with their ability and
aspirations. The A Level o eris one of the
most comprehensive in the borough, and
this is complemented by T Levels and other
vocational options.

The college believes that expert sta lead
to expert students and as such places a
great emphasis on sta development and
pedagogical support and innovation which
has in turn led to the creation of a truly
holistic student college experience. Students
at BSix bene tfrom internal strategies and
external partnerships to prepare for their
future success. These range from sporting
and enrichment partnerships to the college’s

bespoke Knowledge is Power initiative and
dedicated academic support through the BSix
Aim Academic Achievement programme.

BSix’s journey of improvement over recent
years has been impressive, with the college
now rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted as well as
having a ‘Good’ A Level ALPs value-added
score. Success and positive destinations of
students are improving year on yeatr.

In 2023 BSix won the national Sixth Form
Colleges’ Association curriculum innovation
award for its ‘Back on Track’ programme.
Supporting with equal commitment to the
most academically able and for those whose
previous educational experience has been
problematic, in the words of its most recent
Further Education Commissioner’s report:
“The college is an asset to potential learners,
providing educational opportunity for many
learners who have previously experienced
disappointment. It engages learners with a
wide variety of experience and needs and
from a wide area”

BSix student numbers 2023/24 (current at March 2024):

Aged under 19: 1030

Aged 19+: 142










NCC Hackney campus 16-18 year old

students’ travel to learn pa erns 2022/23

Number of students:
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[ n20
B 21-30
B 31-40
B «-50
Il 51-60
B s1-70
Il 7n-s0
Il s1-90

Il 51100+

43% of NCC Hackney campus 16-18 year old students live in the borough of

Hackney, with 38% travelling to college from adjacent boroughs.
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In 2022/23, 187 New City College students aged 16-18

who live in Hackney studied at other NCC campuses:
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Bene tsand impact of merger

A sustainable future for provision in Hackney, which meets the needs of
learners, employers and the wider community

The merger proposal presents a vision which builds on the existing colleges’ shared purpose: to secure high
quality post-16 academic, professional & technical pathways, bringing together existing strengths to create a
sustainable model with an on-going ability to invest in delivery and quality improvement.

The proposed merger will:

e Secure a sustainable post-16 provision for Hackney.

e Be ermeetthe demands of students, employers and their skills needs.

e Provide a broad and deep coherent curriculumo er.

e Bene tthe community with provision that provides choices and helps them progress into work
or further study.

2 High quality strategic leadership and management

« The merged college will bene tfrom a proven, e ective management model with strong, local and
visible leadership complementing a group matrix structure. This will create opportunities to share good
practice and will be based on existing shared values and expectations.

« New City College will support BSix’s next steps on its development journey as part of a nancially secure
college that respects local need and ensures student and sta success at all levels.

Securing financial viability, sustainability and value for money

The college will be nancially robust and be be er placed than each college is presently to deal with future
threats to funding.

e New City Collegeisa nancially stable provider and its nance is forecast to be categorised as
‘outstanding’ by the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA). On a net basis, New City College is debt
free and has been able to fund a programme of investment to further improve resources for students and
develop its campuses.

 Amergerwillbe nancially positive with £130m combined income and more than 10,500 ESFA
funded 16-18 students.

e The merged college will have a strong nancial position in terms of income, cash reserves and low
levels of borrowing.

e Greatere ciencyin management and support services will provide be ervalue for money.
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Bene tsand impact of merger

7 What it will mean for the local community

e Traveltolearn pa ernsforboth colleges support a merger, with students travelling to BSix and NCC
Hackney from Hackney and beyond. Furthermore, a signi cant number of Hackney young people
currently leave the borough to study. A strengthened post-16 college provision in Hackney achieved
through this merger would enable more local people to study in their home borough.

 The mergerwould seek to build upon good relationships with local strategic partners including
Hackney Council and the Hackney Learning Trust, along with local community groups and other key
stakeholders such as local schools and academies.

e Distinctive college identities would be retained as has been achieved to positive e ect with the other
colleges within NCC.

* The proposed merger would secure sustainable high quality post-16 academic, professional and
technical pathways in Hackney, alongside the choices from local school sixth-forms and other local
colleges in neighbouring boroughs.

e Itis not envisaged that the proposed merger would be detrimental to any neighbouring schools or
colleges, which would continue to support the appropriate progression of their students with impartial
advice and guidance.

* Asboth NCC and BSix have been delivering post-16 education in Hackney for many years, many local
school partnerships are already shared. Existing collaborative arrangements with local schools would
be strengthened through this merger.

* BSix has been on a journey of improvement over recent years, culminating in a good Ofsted report.
NCC would ensure that the successful strategies designed to improve teaching and learning or
outcomes would continue.

e Aspart of NCC, BSix would bene t from further investment in quality and curriculum development as
well as increased support and challenge from the wider college.
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How to respond to this consultation

Governors at Brooke House Sixth Form College and New City College would like to hear
your feedback on their proposal to merge.

The consultation runs from 28 March 2024 to 8 May 2024 and all responses must be
received by the closing date.

You can respond to this consultation by:

a) Emailing one of the following:
Brooke House Sixth Form College: consultation@bsix.ac.uk
New City College: consultation@ncclondon.ac.uk

b) Writing to one of the following addresses:
e Merger Consultation c/o Principal’'s O ce, Brooke House Sixth Form College,
Kenninghall Road, Hackney, London E5 8BP.
* Merger Consultation c/o Principal’'s O ce, New City College, Hackney Campus,
Falkirk Street, London N1 6HQ

Please tell us your comments and suggestions.

It would be helpful to include whether you are responding as a:
e Student
e Parent
e Local resident
e BSixsta member
* New City College sta member
e orwriting on behalf of an organisation, company or community group.

We will publish a summary of the consultation response and make it available to any
person who requests it.

You may request a summary by emailing:

Brooke House Sixth Form College: consultation@bsix.ac.uk
or
New City College: consultation@ncclondon.ac.uk

Privacy statement

Your personal details will only be used in relation to the merger consultation process
outlined in this document and will enable us to respond to you. They will not be used for
any other purpose, under the General Data Protection Regulation. Any responses will
be anonymised in the consultation summary.

ALL RESPONSES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 23:59 on 8 May 2024
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