6 October 2017

Rt Hon Theresa May MP
Prime Minister

10 Downing Street
London
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Dear Prime Minister,

We are writing to you as principals and chairs of governors from colleges across England to
raise our serious concerns regarding the under-funding of 16-19 education and the need to
remedy this in the Government’s forthcoming budget.

You will be aware that colleges educate the majority of young people aged 16-19 in
England, and our work is essential in improving the skills of the nation, boosting social
mobility and improving productivity, particularly in light of the changes Brexit will bring. We
know that additional funding is planned to support the new T levels, and some capital has
been identified to underpin the new Institutes of Technology, and we are keen to support
these developments. However, this additional money will not reach the majority of students
studying in our colleges, and a more significant issue remains regarding the breadth and
nature of the education and training colleges can now offer to our young people.

The national funding rate for 16 and 17 year old students has been fixed since 2013 at
£4,000 per full-time student, and this reduces even further once the student turns 18 to
£3,300. This means that students on A level, Applied General and other vocational
programmes can only receive around 15 hours a week of education and training, which falls
to around 12 hours once they turn 18. This is only half the tuition provided in other leading
economies. Our students are now in danger of studying an impoverished curriculum, which
has already reduced in breadth and choice, and cannot prepare our young people to take
their place in employment and compete in a global economy. The fact that this rate has
been fixed for some years means that colleges are bearing significant additional costs and
are forced to restrict the pay of their teachers and other staff, so much so that this threatens
our ability to provide high quality education and training. Ironically, due to the demographic
fall in the numbers of 16-18 students the budget for this area of education has also been
underspent, which seems a tragedy to us.

We are aware that we hold the key to the country’s future and without skilled, well-educated
young people the UK will fail to flourish. And we are keen to rise to this challenge. Our
request, therefore, is simple. In the first stage, we ask that the under spend in the budget is
used immediately to increase the rate per 16-18 student to £4,200 (including 18 year old
students). This will help us to maintain the breadth of provision and high standards we
would want for our young people and attract and retain excellent teachers and trainers. We
would also ask your Government to commit to a full review of the funding of education over
the 16-18 phase, recognising that in the longer term proper investment in education and
training pays back down the generations.

Yours sincerely,
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