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The fourth annual college league table
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Are unemployed adults 
progressing into employment?

Positive destinations for
16 to 18-year-olds?

Why colleges make more students retake GCSE maths and English
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LEEDS CITY COLLEGE 2017/18 GCSE English 2,320 350 15.3 1,620 70.1 1,980 85.4
SOUTH & CITY COLLEGE BIRMINGHAM 2017/18 GCSE English 2,200 330 15.1 1,380 63.0 1,710 78.1
NCG 2017/18 GCSE English 2,150 480 22.1 1,180 55.1 1,660 77.2
HCUC 2017/18 GCSE English 1,830 550 29.8 1,100 59.8 1,640 89.6
THE WKCIC GROUP 2017/18 GCSE English 1,750 480 27.4 960 54.9 1,440 82.2
ACTIVATE LEARNING 2017/18 GCSE English 1,670 360 21.4 1,080 64.5 1,430 85.9
SOUTH ESSEX COLLEGE OF FURTHER
AND HIGHER EDUCATION 

2017/18 GCSE English 1,460 250 17.1 890 60.5 1,140 77.6

BIRMINGHAM METROPOLITAN COLLEGE 2017/18 GCSE English 1,350 420 31.3 740 55.1 1,170 86.4
NOTTINGHAM COLLEGE 2017/18 GCSE English 1,350 320 23.6 770 57.2 1,090 80.8
COLCHESTER INSTITUTE 2017/18 GCSE English 1,300 180 13.4 880 67.4 1,050 80.9

Source: The Department for Education's National Achievement Rates Tables: 2017/18

recognised for university entry 

compared to English language and it 

offers our students better progression 

opportunities.

“We have made this decision to 

benefit our students and give them the 

best opportunity to progress on to their 

chosen careers or higher education 

study programmes.”

A spokesperson from the Colchester 

Institute said the reason behind its 

decision to enter more pupils into the 

two GCSEs was that the college found 

“the cliff-edge pass/fail in Functional 

Skills did not recognise progress, and 

was demotivating for those who did not 

pass”.

In 2017/18, 1,310 students re-sat GCSE 

maths with a 7.5 per cent A*-C success 

rate and 1,300 re-sat GCSE English with 

13.4 per cent achieving grades A*-C.

“While the GCSE grading system has 

imperfections, it does at least allow us to 

demonstrate and recognise incremental 

improvement,” the spokesperson added.

HCUC, a merger between Uxbridge 

College and Harrow College, entered the 

fourth and eighth-most students to re-sit 

GCSE English and maths respectively in 

2017/18.

A spokesperson said: “Our intention 

is that students will be appropriately 

stretched to support their progress, 

progression and aspirations through 

GCSE and Functional Skill pathways.”

Moreover, a spokesperson from 

NCG, which has seven colleges across 

the country, told FE Week that the 

curriculum at each was “designed to 

respond to the needs of the students at 

each individual college”.

“In some cases this does include 

entering students with a grade 2 for 

GCSE exams if their progression route 

requires them to have GCSE.”

A spokesperson for BMet in the West 

Midlands added: “Like other colleges 

we believe it’s important that all of our 

students have access to GSCE maths 

and English and have the opportunity to 

re-sit their exams, which is why we have 

adopted this approach.”

Figures for City College Norwich 

reveal that 1,200 studied GCSE 

Maths and 1,150 took English. When 

asked why more were re-sitting the 

exam than the government policy 

required, a spokesperson said: “In 

many cases, GCSE English and maths 

are the correct qualifications for 

their intended destination as they are 

widely recognised and understood by 

employers and often a formal entry 

requirement of Higher Education 

providers.”

The Association of College’s senior 

policy manager, Catherine Sezen, said 

the reasons for entering students into 

the exams varied according to individual 

profiles: “For some, re-taking GCSE 

and improving your grade, even from 

a grade 2 to a grade 3, can be seen as a 

positive step in the right direction. 

“For others, re-taking GCSE several 

times is regarded as a negative, 

demotivating experience.”

She said “the jury is out” on 

how appropriate Functional Skills 

specifications are in meeting students’ 

needs.




