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NAW 2017

T
he tenth National Apprenticeship Week 
will be celebrated across the country 
this year with an adventurous round of 

activities.
The celebration, of all the wonderful 

things that apprenticeships have to offer, 
kicks off on Monday, March 6.

This year’s theme is the skills minster 
Robert Halfon’s concept of the “ladder 
of opportunity”, and will focus on the 
many positive outcomes of taking up an 
apprenticeship.

Providers, employers and learners alike 
have been busy putting together innovative 
ways to celebrate apprenticeships across all 
industries and levels, to show just how life-
changing the experience can be.

The events scheduled for 2017 include 
everything from job swapping, to learn 
about different roles and challenge 
stereotypes, to awards ceremonies which 
mark big achievements over the past year.

Some of the plans are branching into truly 
exciting new territory too.

A Guinness World Record attempt will 
take place on Tuesday, aiming to create 
the largest ever online apprenticeship and 
careers event.

And a live TV show about apprenticeships 
in the digital sector will be broadcast from 
the Digital Leaders YouTube channel on 
Friday.

The events described on these pages 
should give a taste of just some of the gems 
to look forward to during the week.

FE Week will be dedicating a special 
supplement to National Apprenticeship 
Week 2017. So please email  
Alix.Robertson@feweek.co.uk all your 
photos and write-ups of events as they 
happen so we can report on them.

Climbing the ‘ladder of opportunity’ for National Apprenticeship Week 2017
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Monday

CAAN employer network eventPrimary engineers

Celebrating apprentices at the 
House of Commons

Breakfast meeting with CEO 
Michael Day and apprentices/
interns

Guinness World Record attempt 
- largest online apprenticeships 
and careers event

St Helens College  
apprenticeship and senior 
management job swap

So what does the apprentice levy 
mean for you?

BSDC connect business 
breakfast

The millennial apprentice

ShowBiz 2017 - skills for 
business growth

Launch of chartered manager 
degree apprenticeship

Challenging gender stereotypes 
event

Apprenticeships familiarisation 
weekend

Understanding apprenticeships

Myerscough College  
apprenticeships at the National 
Careers Guidance show

North East Apprenticeship 
Awards 2017

Alton Cars Ltd - automotive  
apprenticeship scheme open day

Apprenticeship fine dining 
dinner

Anchor apprenticeship academy 
information session

Apprenticeship Week Challenge 
2017 - apprentice activity day 

Made by apprentices - quiz night

CONEL jobs and careers fair - 
Tottenham Centre

Drop-in information, advice and 
guidance sessions

Apprenticeship bus roadshow

Digital leaders TV show:  
Digital Apprentices (YouTube)

Gas, plumbing and electrical  
apprenticeship open morning

Hair and beauty ladder of  
opportunities (cake, coffee, 
career’s)

Ladder of Success

Penwith College open day - 
apprenticeship information 
event

Hospitality apprenticeship bus

Job shadowing

RD&E National Apprenticeship 
Week event

National Apprenticeship Week 
5-a-side football tournament

Degree and higher  
apprenticeships open evening

Michaeljohn Training NAW 
photoshoot for International 
Women’s Day

An audience with the Mayor

Location: Eden Project, Bodelva, Par, 
Cornwall, PL24 2SG

Start time: 9pm

Location: Washington Business Centre, 
Sunderland, SR5 3QY

Start time: 9.30am

Location: House of Commons,  
Westminster, London, SW1A 0AA

Start time: 1pm

Location: Hampton Court Palace, 
Molesey, East Molesey KT8 9AU
Start time: 10am

Location: http://www.bigassembly.org/

Start time: 8:45am

Location: St Helens College, Water 
Street, Saint Helens, WA10 1PP
Start time: 10am

Location: Telford, TF3 3BQ 

Start time: 7.30am

Location: Burton and South Derbyshire 
College, Burton town centre campus, Li-
chfield Street, Burton-on-Trent, DE14 3RL
Start time: 7am

Location: Birmingam, B1 2ND 

Start time: 2.30pm

Location: Quorum Business Park,  
Benton Lane, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE12 8BW
Start time: 9am

Location: Molineux Stadium, Waterloo 
Road, Wolverhampton, WV1 4QR

Start time: 7.30am

Location: Bury College Millennium  
Centre, 63 Market Street, Bury, BL9 0DB

Start time: 10am

Location: Aylesbury, HP20 1BD

Start time: 9am

Location: Royal Scot Road, Derby, 
DE24 8A

Start time: 3pm

Location: Leeds, LS11 0ES

Start time: 9.30am

Location: Durham County Cricket Club, 
Emirates Riverside, County Durham, 
DH3 3QR
Start time: 12pm

Location: Alton Cars Ltd, Cross Green 
Approach, Leeds, LS9 0SG
Start time: 10am

Location: Cambridge Regional College, 
Kings Hedges Road, Milton, Cambridge, 
CB4 2QT
Start time: 6pm

Location: Anchor Trust, 2 Godwin 
Street, Bradford, BD1 2ST

Start time: 12pm

Location: Hartlepool, TS25 4LL

Start time: 10am

Location: Braintree, CM7 9HB

Start time: 7pm

Location: London, N15 4RU

Start time: 10am

Location: Sheffield College, Granville 
Road, Sheffield, S2 2RL

Start time: 9.30am

Location: Plymouth Guildhall, Guildhall 
Square, Plymouth, PL1 2BJ

Start time: 10am

Location: http://bit.ly/2liFD4s

Start time: 3pm

Location: Steve Willis Training Ltd, Unit 
7 Murrills Industrial Estate East Street, 
Portchester, Hampshire, PO16 9RD
Start time: 11am

Location: Mirror Mirror, 76 Market 
Street, Shirebrook, Mansfield,  
NG20 8AD
Start time: 12pm

Location: Audenshaw, Manchester, 
M34 5JD

Start time: 9am

Location: Penwith College, St Clare 
Street, Penzance, TR18 2SA
Start time: 11am

Location: Bridgewood Manor Hotel, 
Walderslade Woods, Chatham, ME5 9AX

Start time: 9am

Location: Poole, BH15 1HZ

Start time: 12pm

Location: Royal Devon and Exeter Hos-
pital, Barrack Road, Exeter, EX2 5DW

Start time: 5pm

Location: Iffley Road, Oxford, OX4 1EQ

Start time: 2pm

Location: MMU, Oxford Road, 
Manchester, M15 6BH

Start time: 5pm

Location: 77-83 Oldham Street, 
Manchester, M4 1LW
Start time: 2pm

Location: City College Peterborough, 
Brook St, Peterborough PE1 1TU, UK

Start time: 11am

Employers and young people are brought 
together to explore ways for NEET individuals to 
gain employment through an apprenticeship or 
traineeship.

Local primary school pupils will spend a day 
joining in with activities at the new training 
Aacademy of Unipres Limited, a manufacturer of 
car parts.

Perceptions, a voluntary organisation for the pub 
and bar sector, will bring together apprentices, 
employers and MPs to show how apprenticeships 
can lead to a career in hospitality.

Charity Historic Royal Palaces, which looks after 
areas such as the Tower of London, is holding an 
apprenticeship information session on areas from 
conservation to carpentry.

 ‘The Big Assembly’ live video stream aims to set 
the record for the largest online careers advice 
seminar, including schools, parents, careers 
advisors and employers.

One of St Helens College’s senior managers will 
swap places with an apprentice to try a hands-on 
trade while the apprentice helps run the college.

This employer’s breakfast networking event 
on the apprenticeship levy and how it works is 
Shropshire Constructing Excellence’s first event 
of 2017, covering business support for the sector.

BSDC is hosting a free advice business breakfast, 
to support employers looking to recruit for the 
first time or expand their apprenticeship and/or 
traineeship programmes.

A workshop in quiz format, delivered by the 
University of Birmingham to explore the new face 
of manufacturing in the age of millennials and 
technology.

This event has a focus on business skills, 
apprenticeships and training. A variety of 
providers will be present to offer employers 
support, advice and funding.

Sir Clive Woodward OBE, former England Rugby 
Union player and coach, will launch a new 
chartered manager degree apprenticeship at this 
University of Wolverhampton breakfast event.

Bury College is inviting school pupils to 
attend a workshop where they can experience 
subjects they may not have tried yet within the 
apprenticeship sector.

Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Fire 
Authority showcases its apprenticeships for 
careers within the Fire and Rescue service. 
Attendies can observe a drill and talk to the crews.

Social enterprise Learning Unlimited will run 
a session to help parents, teachers and others 
involved in advising young people learn more 
about apprenticeships and careers.

Myerscough College will be exhibiting at the 
National Careers Guidance show at Leeds United 
Football Club’s Centenary Pavillion, on the theme 
‘Advising an Advanced Generation’.

The Health Education England North East team is 
holding an event at Emirates Riverside, Durham 
to celebrate the success of apprentices across the 
north east.

Alton Cars are holding a free open day for school 
leavers across Yorkshire, Humberside, Derbyshire 
and Nottinghamshire, with 20 guaranteed 
apprenticeships available.

Two teams of advanced level apprentice chefs go 
head-to-head in a ‘Hell’s Kitchen’ style cook-off 
where the diners pick a winner from two fine-
dining menus.

Anchor is holding an open day to promote 
apprenticeships in health and social care for ages 
16-24 years, including care assistants, customer 
service and catering.

Darlington Borough Council’s Learning and Skills 
Service is hosting a competition with five local 
authorities whose apprentices will try archery, 
den building, orienteering and team games.

Braintree District Council apprentices have 
organised a quiz night to raise money and support 
the chairman’s chosen charities.

The College of Haringey, Enfield and North 
East London will run an open talk and Q&A with 
successful apprentices and jobs fair with local 
employers.

Sheffield College’s internal apprenticeship 
recruitment team, Job Connect, is hosting an 
information, advice and guidance drop-in session 
from members of the public at City Campus.

The Apprenticeship bus roadshow from the 

National Careers Service is for all ages and 

provides a chance to meet employers, apprentices, 

careers experts, training providers and colleges.

The Digital Leaders TV show will discuss 
apprenticeships in the digital sector, across 
government, private sector and non-profit roles, 
drawing on the experiences of three businesses.

An open morning with Steve Willis Training at the 
Portchester Training Centre, for anyone thinking 
about starting a gas, plumbing or electrical 
apprenticeship in September 2017.

Cake, coffee and chat are offered at Mirror 
Mirror’s salon, where visitors can find out about 
hair and beauty traineeships or apprenticeships 
from those already training.

Brother UK has over 50 students from three local 
schools coming onsite for a session about future 
career choices, including apprenticeships and a 
mentoring programme.

The college’s apprenticeship team will share key 
facts about apprenticeships and then provide the 
chance to hear from businesses and their own 
successful apprentices.

Hospitality employers will celebrate with a special 

Routemaster tour across London with apprenticeship 

provider Umbrella Training, to promote the industry 

apprenticeship to young people.

The Royal National Lifeboat Institution will be 
providing opportunities for its apprentices and 
directors to job shadow each other throughout 
National Apprenticeship Week.

The trust is holding an event open to staff and the 
public which provides the chance to find out about 
apprenticeship opportunities in the NHS.

Oxfordshire Apprenticeships is holding a football 
tournament with Ignite Sport and the University 
of Oxford. The winners will be presented with the 
converted #NAW2017 trophy.

Manchester Metropolitan University will hold an 

event on its development and delivery of degree 

and higher apprenticeships, combining workplace 

experience and a university academic education.

Learners will celebrate the week by entering a 
photoshoot competition and showcasing skills 
learned so far at an apprenticeship open day.

Celebrating dedication and support to 
Apprenticeships, presented by the Mayor.Tuesday
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Alix Robertson
@Alixrobertson4

See our NAW 2017 
supplement in next 

week’s edition

In partnership with


